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GODAMONG THE BIRDS

DR. TALMAGE DRAWS MANY LES-
SONS FROM THE FOWLS.

Surprising Frequency of Allusions te

| Birds in the Scriptores and Alwavs to

Teach an Important Lesson—Ornithol-

! ogy Is Surely a Divine Sclence.
BrookLYN, Jan. 8 —Dr. Talmage this
morning continued the course of sermons
begun a few Having
preached about the “Astronomy of the
Bible: or, God Among the Stars.” and the
“Chronology of the Bible; or, God Among
the Centuries,” this m discoursed
on the ”"t' ehn! By of the Bible: ar (God
Among the Birds™ The text was Mat-
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Noah stands en Sunday morning at the

window of the wrk, in his hand a eocing
dove, »o gentle, 5o innocent

and be said
over the=e waters, cxnlore and come back
and tell newhoiher it inanfe toland.™ After
& lang ight it retormed huners and weary
and wet, and by its looks snd manners winid
to Noali and his trmily, “The world is pnot
fit for you to disembark.” Noab waited
week, and next Sunday moming he let the
dove fly aguin for a sscond exploration, ssd
Bunday evening i came back with a leaf
that had the sign of just baving been

lucked from a living fruft tree, and the

ird reported the world would do tolerably
well fora bird 1o live in, bat pot yet suiii-
eiently recovered for human residence.

Noah waited apother week. and next
Sunday morning he sent out the dove on
the third explorztion, but it returned not,
for it found the world so attractive now it
did not want 10 be caged again, and then
the eruigrants from the antediluvian world
Janded. Tt was a bird that told them when
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to take possession of the resuscitated planet.
So the human race were saved by a bind’s
wing—for, attempting to land toosoon, they
would have perished.
ISAIAH ON THE DOVES

Aye, here comes a whole flock of doves—
rock doves, ring doves, stock doves—and
they make Isaiah think of great revivals
and great awakenings when souls fly for
shelter like a flock of pigeons swooping to
the openings of a pigeon coop, and cries
out. “*Who are these that fly as doves to
their windows?"* David, with Saual after
him and fiying from cavern to cavern,
eompares himself to a desert partridge, a
bird which especially haunts rocky places,

and boys and hunters to this day take after’

it with sticks. for the partridge rans rather
than flies,

David, chased and clubbed and hurried
of pursaers, savs, ‘I am hunted as o pare
tridire on the mountaine.” Speaking of his
forlorn copdition, he says, 'l am like a
wilderness " Describing his
loneliness, he says, I am a swallow alone
on &4 houssto Hezekiah, in the emaci
ation of his sickness, compares himself toa
crane, 1 And wastod Jab l;_‘ln! S0 M '!I
trouble he could not sleep nights, and he
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THE TORMEXTED BIRD.

But yonder in this Bible sky flies s bird
that isspeckied. The prophot describin s the
church crics out, “"Mine heritage is unto me
asaspeck led bird, the bards round snbout are
geninst her.” So it was then: g0 it is now
Holiness picked at. Consecration picked
at. Benevol picked at. Usefulness
picked at. A speckled bird is a peculiar
bird, and that arouses the nntipathy of all
the beaks of the forest. The :i.'p-”'-f God
is & peculiar institution, and that “¥enough
to evoke atiack of the world, for it iz a
speckled bird to be picked at. The ineon.
slstencies of Christiuns are a banguet on
which multitudes get fut. They ascribe
everything you do to wroug motives, Put
a dollar in the poor box, and they will say
that you dropped it there only that you
might bear it ring  Invite them to Christ,
and they wili eall yon a fanatic.

Let there be coutention among Chris
tians, and they will suy: “Hurrah! The
church is in decadence.” Christ intended
that his charch should always remain a
speckled birl et bidsof another feather

piek at ber, i they ctnpot rob ber ol
single pinme.  Like the albatross, shie can
sleep on the hosom of a tempest. She has
gone through the fires of Nebuchadnezzar's
furnace and not got burned, through the
watersof the led sea and not been drowned,
through the shipwreck on the brenkers of
Melita and not been Toundered. Let all
earth and hell try to hunt down this sprec
kled bird, bat far above human scorn and
infernal snssanlt it shall
mountain top and iy over every nation, and
her triumphant song =hall be: *“The church
of God! The pillar and ground of the
truth. The gates of bell shall not prevail
against her *

But we cannot stop bere. From a tall
cliff, hanging over the sen, | hear the cagle
calling unto the tempest and lifting its
wing to smite the whirlwind, Moses, Jere
mirh, Hosen and Hubakkuk at times in
their writings take their pen from the
eagle's wing It is . bird wiih fierceness in
its eye, it= feet armed with claws of iron
and its head with a dresdful beak. Two or
three of them can fili the beavens with
clangor. But generally this monster of the
air is alone and unaccompanied, for the
reason that its habits are so predaceons it
requires five or ten miles of aerial or earth
ly dominion all for itself.

The black brown of its buck, and the
white of its lower feathers, and the fire of
its eye, and the long {lup of its wing make
onc glimpse of it as it swingsdown into the
valley to pick up a rabbit, or & lamb, or a
child and then swings back to its throne on
the rock something vever to be forgotten.
Scattered nbout it= eyrie of altitundingus
solitude are the bones of its conguests. But
while the beak sand the claws of the eagle
are the terror of all the travelers of the gsir,
the mother eagle ix most kind and gentle
to her voung

God com pares his treatment of his people
to the eagle's care of the eaglets. Deuter
onomy xxxii, 11, "As an eagle stirreth up
her nest, fluttereth over her young, spread
ing abroad Ler wings, taketh them, bea ol
them on ber wings, 2o the Lornd alone cid
lead.’ The old v.‘-q,;[‘- first shoves the young
one out of the nest in ornder to make it flv,
and then takes it on her back and fiies with
it, and sbrkes it off in the air, and {f it
scems like fulling quickly flies under it and
'rﬂ)‘s".‘w it on | So God diows
with us, Di-aster, failure in business, dis
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Yes, in this omithalogy of the Bible 1
find that God is deterinined to impress
apon us the architectare of a bird's nest
anid the anatomy of & bird’s wing. Twenty
times does the Dible refer L bird’s nuest:
“Where tlie binds mauke their nest,” “As
g8 bird that wandereth from her nest'—
“Though thou set the nest ong thestars, ™
“The birds of the air have their nests,” and
0 on. Nests in the trees, nests on the
rocks, pests on the altars. Why does Gad
gull us so freguently to consider the bird's
pest? Becanse it is one of the
tdrous of #ll sivles of architecture and a
lesson of providential care, which is the
most important lesson that Christ in my
text conveys,

Why, just look st the bird's nest and see
what = the prospect that Gol is going to
take care of you. Here is the bluebird’s
nest under the eaves of the house. Here is
the brown thrasher’'s nest in 4 bush, Here
is the blnejay's pest in the orchard. Here
I the grosheak's nest on a tree branch
hanging over the water, so a= to be free
from attack, Chickddee's pest in the stump
of an old tree. Oh, the goodness of God in
showing the birds how to build their nests!

What carpenters, what masops, what
weavers, what spinners the birds are! Out
pof what small resources they mnke =o
exquisite & home. eurved, pillared,
wreathed Out of mosses, ont of sticks,
put of lichens, out of horsehair, out of
spiders' web, out of threads swept from the
foor by the housewife, out of the wool of
the shecp in the pasture field. Uphol-
stered by leaves actually sewed together by
its own sharp hill. Cushioned with feath-
ers from it= own breast Mortared to
gether with the givn of trees nad the saliva
of its own tiny bill. Buch symmetry, such
adaptation, such convenience, such geome
try of structure

THE DIVINE PLAN IN NATURE

Surely these nests were built by some

, They did vot just heppen so. Who
the pino @ the bisd's nest? Ged!

k) |'|- e she

most wan

And do you not think that if he plans
such a bouse for & chaflinch, for an ori
ole, for u bobolink, for asparrow, he wiil
see to it that you always have a home!
“Ye are of more value than many spar
rows.” Whatever else surrounds you, you
san have what the Bible exlls “the feathers
of the Almighty.” Just think of a nest
like that, the warmth of it, the softness of
it, the safety of it—""the feathers of the Al
mighty."”

No flamingo outflashing the tropical sun
set ever bad such brilliancy of pinion; ne
robin redbreast ever bal plumage dashed
with such crimson and purple and orange
and gold—*the feathers of the Almights,"
Do you uot feel the touch of them now on
forehead and cheek and spirit, and was
there ever such tenderness of brooding—
“the feathers of the Almighty?" So also
in this ornithology of the Dilile God keeps
impressing ns with the anatomy of a bind's
wing

Over fifuy times does the old Book allude
to the wing—"Wing= of a dove.,” “Wings
of the morning,” “Wings of the wind,"
“Sun of rightecusness with bealing in his
wings,” “Wings of the Almighty,” “All
fowl of every wing."" What does it all
mean? It suggests uplifting. It tells you
of flight npward. [t means to remind that
you jyuursell have wiogs. David cried
out, “"Oh, that I had wings like a dove that
I might fily awayand be at rest!” Thauk
God that you have better wings than any
dove of loj rest or swiftest ﬂigh(. Caged
now in bars of flesh wre those wings, but
the day comes when they will be liberated
Get ready for ascension! Take the words
of the old hymn and to the tuneunto which
that bymn is marvied sing:

Rise, my soul. and stretch thy wing:
Thy better portion trace.

Up out of these lowlands into the heavens
of higher experience und wider prospect.
But bow shall we rise! Only as God's
boly spirit gives us strength. But that is
coming now Not as a condor from a
Chimborazo pesk, swooping upon the af-
frighted valley, but as a dove like that
which put its soft brown wings over the
wet locks of Christ xt the baptism in the
Jordan. Dove of gentieness! Dove of peace!

Come, holy spirit, heavenly dove,

With all thy quickening powers;
Comue ghed abroad a Savionr's love,

Aund that shall Eindle ours
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Ripling as an Indiun Journalist.

In The Idler Mr. Rudyard Xipling gives
using particulars of his early jour

nalistic cxperionces. Mr. Kipling, as every
body knows, hegan  his literary career ina
bumble way on the staff of an Indian paper
tle tells how st this period Lie was painfully
shocked nt tue discovery that a subeditor
was paid o subedit and pot hired to write
Vrses

Later on, however, he became an editor
and haud a subeditor who was “saturated
with Elig," aad wrote very pretty essays in
the munnp f Charles Lamb, when he
ought to hnve been subediting. Then it
wias that My, Kipling understood what his
editor must have suffered on his aeconnt
Now, howeves, Mr. KRipling's verse was in
diemand—auat least in one gquarter.,

Rukn-Din, the foreman “of our side,™
approy ed of them, we are l'—-i\l. iihl”"ﬂ“"‘.}
He was a Mosiemm of culture. He would
gay, “Your putery very good, sir; just com
ing proper length today. You giving more
Oupe-thind columm just proper. Al
auys can tnke on thind page.” The poet
was in very good eompany for. as he says,
“There is alwavs an undercurrent of song
a little Litter for the most part—running
through the indian papers.”

B amil
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Real Cause of His Grief,

“Yes, 1 dabbled in futures onee,
man in the mackinteosh reflectively

“Wheat ?"" ingnired the man who had his
feet on the table

“No. And it wasn't corn or oats or bar
ley or mess pork or putatoes or chips or
It was broom corn. | thought
there wus money in broom corn.”

“Put much money in it?"’ asked the man
in the shagey ulster

“More monoy than judgment,” sighed the
man in the muckintosh gloomily.

“*How mneh did vou lose?”

*1 lost 850,000 1 had hoped 1o make ot of
the deal V

“Was thae all?”

“All* No | lost &1=. 000 1 bad borrowed
from friends' —

“Have they got it ye1 3"

“Aud that wasn't all!” groaned the man
in the mackintosh, unheeding the interrup
tion and wiping his eye furtively with the
cormer of his bandkerchief: '] lost $57.65 of
my own money "' —Chicago Tribuune.

Crashed Haopes,

“And what unswer do you make to my
appeal?’” he axked as he knelt at her feet,

“James, I will be¢ frank with you,” she
murmured,

"Oh, speak.” be Implored, “and relicve
me from this agony of suspense,”

“Then let me tell you it canuot be."

“Why so* Oh, why not!"

“Becanse. Jumen. | dn not feel able to
support o b antl ™ = Texnn St ings.

gaid the

whetstones

ENCUURAGEMENTS.

LESSON 11, FIRST QUARTER, INTER-
NATIONAL SERIES, JAN. 156

of the Lesson, Aag. il, 1-0—-Mem-
R, D—Guolden

| —Commentary by the Rev

Text

ory Verses, Text, Pa

cexxvil,

D. M. Stearns.

The prophecies of Hagaai and Zechariah
ihnlau] be read o connection with the his
torical books of Ezra and Nehominh, for
these prophiets wegre spgoinlly comn i~
sioned to encournge the plople to rebuild
the temple and the ity After the foun
dation of the temple was laid, as we
learned in last leston, enemies hindered
the work. and it ceased until the second
year of Darias
begins (Ez. iv, 24

1. “In the second vear of
king. in the sixth month, in the first day of
the month, came the word of the lLord by
Haggai the prophet.” Haggai, like every
true prophet, was simply the Lord's mes
senger with the Lord's meseage (verse 13)

2 "Thus speaketh the lord of Hosts
M'\'iﬂﬁ:_ 'I'hlh pe -;-‘.P sAY, The time is not
come—the time that the lord's house
should be built.” This phrase “‘speakeih
or saith the Lord of Hosts" is found thir
teen timess in this short prophecy and
“gaith the Lord” is found seven timea
while the name “Lord" in capitals (which
is alwasys Jehovah) is found altogether in
the thirt ¥t ight verses of this propbecy at
least thirty-four times

wherey onir present lesson

Dariug the

=0 we ArMe not to
see Hageai, whose name is mentioned but
pine times (and that is an nunnsual pom
ber for =o only Ja
hovah, and Haggai as His spokesman
Notice that the Lord observes what people
say, and also what they think (Fzek. xi, §
xxxiii, 30; Jer. xi, 18 10

8. “Then came the Word of the Lord by
Haggai the prophet, saving,” The words
of the people were wrong words: they in
dicated a lack of sympathy with God in
The Honse of the l.ord now
being built is the ehureh, which s His
body (Heb, 1ii, 8, | Pet. ii, 5, 1 Cor. iii, 9
Eph. ii, 19-22), and there is 8« much indif
ference to it on the part of tl

short a prophecy), but

His purposes

e Lord's peo-
sle as there was to the temple in the davs
of Haggai. The Word of the Lord was
sent to correct the pecple and bring
into sympathy with (3 His purposes
See [sa. viil, 20, R. V., margin
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1'.!\4‘.'Ei"1_ t ll! Mal cLur: with ner to
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establisn i Kingdom on earth and fill
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might well nyina
tions, which make u he visible chur
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Lhne Lreasnre
Yiour contrastodd
wven (Luke xii, )

af ii-,-.'w_ LLon

[ D0 e
h of Babvlow. in
to naught (Hew

. YGo up to the movntaip, and bring
wood, and bnild the house, and 1 will
pleasture in i i
the Lord

difficulties,
ours to obey

Lakhe
1l -:_{E"-*:fnwl_ sitiln
We have nothing do with
vither Al or apg I is
resiits I wit Gsod His

e,

pleasare sud His glory sdre everythiog
Even Christ pleased oot Himself, and one
of His last Jn'.!lli testimonies was, 1 bave
glorified thee on the earth” (Rom. xv, 3
John xvil, 4). Let tuke as our dany
mottoes, “For Thy Plensure.” “"For Jesus
:.ll\t',‘ Glorify God™ (Rev, v, 11; 1 Cor
iv, 11; 1 Cor, vi. 20), add live to buiid the
house.

9. “Why? saith the Lord of Hosts.  He-
cause of mine bhouse thut is waste, and ve
run every muag iuto bis own house.” If wa
seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteonsness we Lz
else will be added Ialh. vi, I03)

if we seek first our owun int

* Lhe promuse that all
wihereas
eresis there is
Lhie IJT"_ITI.H!”I!'\ that whatever we mARY ad-
cumulate, God will blow it away or sud-
denly take us awany from |
This seems a4 strange place to close tle
lesson. | trost teachers wil
sider the three«f { ansce of 4, 13, 11, 4
b, 8§, concerning It < [rressnce, His Sprit
and His wealti N ote ilso the thrice “Be
strong” of chapter ii, 4,
i, 6-9; 1l Chron. xxxil, 7, 5 xv, 7; but be
warned by 1l Chron, xxvi, 15, 15,  Fuil not
to note Lhe great shakiog of chapter ii, 6
7. and compure Heb xii, 2509 x, .
Ere that great shaking cowmes the church
will be gathered in out of the storm, and
the elect remnpant of Israel will also be
safely hidden (Ps 1, 1-6; Isa, xxvi, 10-21;
Luke xxi, 36; Rev. iii, 10). Then will all
thrones aguinst Christ be ilestroyed and
He shall reigu forever
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Waste Not,

In every household there should be ren.
dered beel ot Tois, with butter, makes
excellent pie erust. I'he use of lard and
other fats should be avodaed, as it often
lcaves an unpleasaut after ta<te.  Into an
iron pan put the small bits of fat trimmed
from a piece ol becf, nod et it simmer four
or ive hours an the back of the range
Strain it wned get it in the refrigerator, To
make three ples of ordinary size take a
cnplal of this fat—or half a cup, and half
a cup of butter sl a saltspoonful of salt;
rub to a cream with a wooden spoon.  Add
fonrcups of Hour aud mix thoroughly with
the hands: pour a cupful of ice water into
A bole in the center of this, Mix guickly
with A spoun. — Exchunze,
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READ OUR SPECIAL OFFER

To Readers of State Sentinel.
a contrao

We are going to give We have made
with the pabiishers of 11O SEWIFE whersby we are entitied to supply both the
SENTINEL for one vear for only $1.25. We know

HOUSEWIFE and THE STATE .
1 . * liat { [ wrrhore "';'|"¥ “.'1' r""t b"‘ 'IO’
we have not a wornan reader among our entire st ol &u rioer . i
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A Dictionary of American Politics.

| Comprising accounts of Political Parties, eat?
ares and Men: Explanations of the Constitution;
Divicions and Practical Workings of the 1|wn\j¢:'rll'
ment, together with Political Phrases, Familiar
Names of Persons and Places, Noteworihy Sayings,
ete.. ote. By EvERIT BROWN AND ALBERT
STrAUSs, This book contains

556 Pages and Over 1,000 Subjects.
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